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Dave

The very best to each of you for the coming
holidays. Merry Christmas and a very Happy New
Year !

It seems the time has gone by very quickly this year and the club has had our most
productive and busy year sponsoring two AKC Hunt Tests, Fun Hunt, Youth Quail Hunt,
Shotgun Raffle and our annual Field Trial which was cancelled before completion.
None of these events would have been successful without support from the
membership. | must say also that we do not have the club support from the
membership and the hard work is regularly falling on the shoulders of a few members.
We can do better on the participation side. Failing that the club is going to suffer from
burn out of those few that are willing to do their very best in making the club events the
successful. We will welcome suggestions from the club membership on how to
increase participation and to receive support for the many events. Take the time to give
us a call, call your board members.
Here are updates on some other projects that we have been working on:
Club Trailer . Last spring Chris O and me made the trek to the farthest reaches
of Tucson and retrieved our new (old) club trailer. We got it home on a wing and
a prayer with three good tires. Since that time it has been sitting in the driveway
at my house and being worked on slow but sure. While | was gone to Tennessee
Buck Mantsch and Chris O did some work on it and Buck managed to locate
some good tires for it. He also managed to do some heavy grinding work to
remove the walk in ramp that was on the rear of the trailer. We now have it set up
to haul our club equipment and it has been great to have it ready to go and we
don’t have to unload the club stuff into the old storage location. There are still
some things to do to it and they will be improvements but we will get to them
when we can. The final phase will be a new paint job and of course the club logo.
The front part of the trailer has a nice little kitchen area and some improvements
with a new battery and some interior and exterior lights will really help us when
we are setting up at one of our events in the dark hours. | am replacing the
running and brake lights and sanding and priming some part of the trailer as the
trailers receives improvements. It has already proven to be a great asset at our
September Hunt Test and the recent Field Trial.
Youth Quail Hunt. Many of the club members showed up with their bird dogs to
help with our 3" Youth Quail Hunt. This is a great time and the opportunity for the



kids to hunt live birds in the field is greatly appreciated by the kids as well as their
parents. The event in November saw the increased participation of the
Scholastic Clay Target Program club from Tucson. They showed up in force and
the local club from Sierra Vista was represented as well. We want to host and
sponsor this event annually. We did it twice this year but only to get it into a
cooler weather cycle. Next year we will host the event once. We are coordinating
with the Arizona Game and Fish department as there is a very good chance we
will receive some financial aid in the form of a grant for our next event. Many of
us feel that this is a great thing we are doing and a good way to invest our money
in the continuing education of future bird dog owners and upland game bird
hunters. As we take on an ever widening event with increased participation from
the youth SCTP clubs we will be making the Youth Quail Hunt our keystone
community support project. A good way to spend some of our money that we
make on our Shotgun raffle each year. If you haven’t been out to one of these
events you need to. It is very easy to get caught up in the enthusiasm and the
excitement that the kids display during the shoot. A great event and a great
community project.

Field Trial. Most of you have probably heard that we cancelled the trial on the
second day and the trial that the Rio Grande Bird Dog Club had scheduled for
Sunday and Monday was cancelled as well. We lost some money on this trial
and they usually pay for themselves with a little more to add to the club coffers.
Not this time. Some of our expenses will be shared with the RGBDC and we
have sunk costs that will go towards the next trial, if we have one! After helping
and participating in most of the events the field trial is the most difficult to
accomplish and the most labor intensive. We do not receive adequate support for
this key event for the region and | will have to be confident that next year’'s event
is adequately staffed in order for it to make the approved events list. On the
positive side we had a nucleus of good help during the two days that helped us
get through the heavy work. Buck Mantsch’s help with his Polaris utility vehicle
was a big help shuttling dogs around to the starting line and planting birds was a
huge asset. Andy Rapp’s willingness to hustle tickets and to do anything else is
always appreciated. Again thanks to Chris Sterner who came out on Saturday
and was there to help us fold up the stuff and load it all in the club trailer.
Jeanette’s luncheons were well received but we had a lot of food left over. The
Pescods helped plant birds and set up on Friday and we appreciate their help. At
a minimum | would like to have between 7-10 people at the field trial next year so
we can get all the work done. Pictures were not taken and there was not enough
time to pay attention to the little details that make for a successful event. If you
signed up on the committee, any committee then you should be there to help or
to help in any preliminary work that has to be done.

—
WANTED
HELP WANTED! Part of the process for continuing
education is to volunteer for key positions for the events that



the club is planning on sponsoring. Right Now we n eed
someone to step up and volunteer for our AKC DualH  unt
Test which is set for March. We will be doing that in
cooperation with the SAGSP club. Using the same “ol d”
experienced hands to serve as Chairmen or Event

secretaries does not educate the general membership . We
need someone to step up and serve as the Hunt Test
Chairperson, so give us a call. This assignment nee  ds to be
made quickly or the Hunt Test is in jeopardy. Youw ill get
plenty of help and guidance from the “old’ hands, b ut we
really need to build our knowledge base with the cl ub.
Members should be willing to step forward and volun teer to
take the lead on this important event.  This applies to all of
our events. At our recent field trial | can counto  n one hand
the members that showed up to help. The weight oft  he club
should not be carried on the back of a few members but
shared across the membership at large. It doesn't m  atter if
you don’t field trial, hunt test or anything else. What does
matter is that you show up to help in anyway thaty  ou can.
There are club projects, photography needs, luncheo ns,
paper work, set up/tear down, raffle support, etc so there is a
way you can help. Let us know how you want to help!

&
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Johnny House Project. We are having a work sessiamn 22 Dec at my house
to erect an 8’ x 8” Johnny House for club quail. Weare building up a supply
of birds from our recent events. This house will hial up to 150 and will have
feeders and waterers that will last about 1 week. \&/will be able to flush birds
out of the house as well as capture birds if membgjjust want to come by and
pick up a few for their own training needs. We shold be able to keep birds in
the house up until they start breeding in the sprig. They won't call back
then. | have a small call back set up here at thednse now and it is working



fine for releasing, doing some training and then realling the birds. If you are
interested in helping please give me a call or showp at 0900, Saturday, 22
Dec. We will have plenty of work to do. Branden Bravn one of our members
from Safford, a carpenter by trade, will be leadingthe project. If he can make
it from Safford you can make it.

Cochise Bird Dog Club Members gain legs or grab wis

Andy Rapp and his Viszla, two legs on JH title.

Chris Sterner and Holly, one leg on her Senior Huntitle

Dave Higgins and Tom JH title on 16 Dec.

Mike Jones and Buster, three legs on MH title thrul6 Dec.

Denny and Barbara Hershberger, finished Lyric, Poirter Female for

her Ch. Show title. Remi, Cumbrian’s Flying Dutchnman grabbed one of

those elusive major wins at the Sierra Vista KenneClub show in

Novemenber.

Nick Besenick and his new Pointer, Patch grabbedrst place in the

Open Derby stake at our field trial on the BennetRanch on 7 Dec.

Word is that the stake had some very nice derbies.

Nick and his Duke, GSP also grabbed®place in the Open Shooting

Dog stake
Hard work pays dividends. | know that Andy and Mike worked tirelessly for
several months whipping Andy’s inexperienced Vizskinto shape. Andy has
been committed to the weekly and recurring trainingregimen that is essential
to develop a dog. You can have well bred dogs widxcellent pedigrees but my
feelings are that you have to commit to develop yowogs. The achievements
listed above don’t come without sweat! Get er Dun!

If | failed to get your brags or recent accomplishnents in on your dogs please
feel free to report them to me for inclusion in thenext issue in the spring. |
know there is a lot more going on with your dogs, hether it is hunting,
trialing, hunt tests, showing or just having fun,let us know what you and
your buddies have been up to. We plan on creatinrgdog album page on our



web site so we can get pics of all your activitiegith your dogs as well as the
write ups.
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Snake Aversion Training! Take the time

right now to place these dates on your planning cahdar for 2008, Saturday
March 1 and Saturday May 3. | want to announce thge sessions in the local
newspaper and on the radio. There seems to be anethat some of these
snake aversion sessions are conducted without ther®fit of public
advertisement. This then is another public servicéhe club can do for the
general public and we will make sure there is a faand wide announcement of
the sessions. | have contacted the snake breakingyg who were through here
last spring and Buck Manstch recommended them. A#r some thorough
research | determined that their process was similaf not identical to that
used by Bill Gibbons. Bill is very hard to get on aschedule so | thought we
should try Web Parton and his buddy, Jay Smith. The prices are a little
lower. My main concern in developing this permanenschedule is that | have
read recent articles in the paper of folks discussg snake breaking and | hope
that folks in the area don’t take their dogs to a sake in a cage session. That
wont work so don’t pay the money. Itis up to usd make sure the public gets
offered the correct methods. The sessions still et@ place to do this so if
anyone has any ideas as to where to conduct the &maaversion please let me
know. | suspect we will have a large contingency dm the local community, so
parking would be a key concern.

Annual Shotgun Raffle. Nick Besenick had the winmg

ticket. The Annual Shotgun Raffle was the most successfuhe we have had
to date and we grossed over $3000.00 and sold titkéhat netted a club profit
of more than $1700.00. Of particular importance washe wide participation of
the membership to either buy their allotment of tikets themselves or to
pursue selling the tickets to the general publicWe had more than an 80%
participation rate one way or the other. There wereseveral members that sold
their first allotment of 20 and then came back to gt more. We sold $100.00




dollar allotments (25) tickets to several individu#s to include club members.
Danny Huckaba in Tennessee went out of his way toake sure he bought
some tickets. Danny still communicates with us fromime to time and Danny’s
departure has left a hole in the club as Danny waaways willing to help when
ever he found the time. | think the key to this bmg the most successful yet
was the full participation of the majority of the club. A little bit of effort on
everybody’s part really contributes. Thanks to allof you that have continued
to support this key event. As we continue to expanithe Youth Quail Hunt and
perhaps other community projects we will need theunds. Expanding our
training equipment assets as well as a good referemlibrary are additional
needs also.
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New Members: We welcome the following new memberase our last report

We are sure these new members are going to beagseis to the club and we

welcome them with open arms.
Bob and Cathy Walton with Kate, Pointer. We savib Bad Cathy at our
Youth Quail Hunt in November. They are nervoud fiiree owners of a
pointing dog, so lets help them all we can and niaken feel at home. They
are motivated and thirsty for knowledge. Cathy dgseat camera and she
will be a big help for photos at our club eventebBs a High School teacher
and also helps with the varsity wrestling team a8 High School. | think
| saw where the team is highly ranked in the sigtg now.
Branden Brown and his wife and family along witltmeoGSP’s. Branden
has joined the club to receive the benefit of tregrunder the Bill West-Bill
Gibbons methods and our club was recommended tdohianmutual friend
in the Phoenix area. He is anxious to start thiaitrg program and is
willing to make the drive from his new home in $aff. Branden has also
volunteered to help donate materials for our JohH#oyse project which is
mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter.
Hank and Dee Hartnek, of Sierra Vista and haventceelocated from the
Sonoita area. Hank and Dee have bred some preity Bottanies over the
years and they have a lot of pride in the fact thany of their dogs are dual
types that are competitive in the show ring orlanfteld trial circuit. Hank
works at Tri-tronics in Tucson and Dee is a stalwathe Greater Sierra
Vista Kennel Club. Hank and Dee bring oodles gfezience to the club.



Todd Fielitz, Casa Grande. We met Todd at our $eipee Hunt Test. He is
an active member and current VP of the Arizona ttarDog Club in
Phoenix. Todd and several of his fellow membersrasrested in American
Field/AFTCA type trials and | have pledged my suppo help them. They
are active Hunt Testers. Todd has some nice G3d'sais energized.
GLT
/f//fi
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COMMITTEE SIGN UPS: Be sure and volunteer for at least one committee
while renewing your club membership. If you don# will be calling you! Oh
heck we will call you anyway! | would like to meati that just signing up for a
committee doesn’t get the work done. During thigfieal and in advance of the
actual trial | referred to the committee listing féield Trial to solicit support. No
one replied!! Many of these events will be in jeapyafor future scheduling if we
don’t get volunteers to serve as chairman, seeestand just general help. We
need your help.
Committees and Chairpersons are listed below.
Field Trial, Dave
Hunt Tests, Mike Jones
Fun Hunts, Lon Rominger
Gunning, Chris Sterner
Special Projects, Dave
Youth Quail Hunt, Chris Orndorff
Social Events/Food, Jeanette Higgins
Training, Mike and Dave
Birds, Dave
Web Master, Andy Rapp. Andy is leaving in the spigo a volunteer for
Web Master would be appreciated.

KEY EVENTS WATCH
Arizona Open Shooting Dog and Region 12 Championshfingman, 7
Feb.
Club Fun Hunt o/a 16 Feb.
Annual Meeting/election combined with Fun Hunt.




Hunt Test, dual with SAGSP, March time frame.

| asked Mike to provide the following article besauhere seems to be a
basic misunderstanding that you should be corrgctogs when they

are pointing birds early in their development. Mé&elains why you

build a platform of understanding with the dog ldrejore you take

them up and put them directly on birds. This ie# #ifference in the
way young dogs are developed under the West-Giblmatisod and it is

a very important difference.

Around birds “But” Not on birds

By Mike Jones

While out training recently Dave Higgins asked mevtite a few words on this concept. For
those of you that have heard us say this but dorderstand what we are talking about for
goodness sake don’t worry | assure you we didthieei

About twenty years ago | began training my Brittavith Bill Gibbons on the NW side of
Phoenix. In short order | had become acquaintél Biil West as well. At that time Bill West
was still developing and refining the so callediési Method” which is nothing more than an
application of Behavior Science. At that timeslmost everyone else | had been trained to do
my back yard work right there where it said tootha back yard!. Bill West and later Bill
Gibbons explained that to train a dog in the baaklyor for that matter to use many of the
recommended methods would result in what they @ateunhappy dog. They went on to say
that an unhappy dog was a dog that lacked stylerdedsity in the field. Their recommended
process was to do all the work in the field. lotfill West went so far as to say that if you
couldn’t shoot a bird you should not train there.

As time went by | began to understand what theyevegtempting to achieve. They did the
majority of their mechanical or obedience type ofkva number of yards behind pointing dogs
that were being worked on birds. The biggest campl heard during that time was about



individuals who came out once and awhile that fe#d too close behind the person working the
dog on birds. The idea is to be far enough awatybu and the dog you are working does not
become involved in the bird work. Yet you arel sfibse enough that the flush of the birds and
the sound of the shot excite the dog. An excitaglid one that remains interested and its
intensity level remains high as well.

What does this mean then? Well when you are wgrkour dog on a check cord you should try
to stay fifty yards behind the dog that is workthg bird. This allows you to teach your dog to
stop and stand still but you are far enough awayomterfere with the working pointing dog.
For those of you that have trouble with distanee i one half of a Football field. A common
mistake the amateur makes is that they want togzetaof the action in the belief that this is
what it is all about. That is probably the firstag that they must understand and overcome.
Training your dog is ninety five percent repetisamnd only five percent action. It is mind
numbing boredom and a great deal of frustrationtrobthe time. “IT IS NOT FUN IT IS
WORK?, so lets stay in the back ground and takedmg up front only to accomplish a goal and
that goal is not you it is the dog always. So wtiean do we take our dog up on a bird? Well
that is easy most of the time it occurs when yotehmade a mistake and caused the dog to
become unhappy. You over corrected, you weredagtr, you have worked him too long on
one thing. When this happens you simply informrerst of the group that you need to shoot a
bird for your dog and go do it. The dog will becggd and happy again. That though also
means the end of today’s training session.

| was not successful in my quest for the lost daatid video tape that belong to the
club. I am working on reconstituting them and tlely be available to club
members on a purely loan basis with a deposit requirhat way maybe | can
keep track of them. We also will have a copy ef Bill West/Gibbons training
booklet that was assembled by members of the Rgiliog Yahoo Group.
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W Organizational Web Sites of importance.

URL’S are embedded in the logo when they are rsyldyed. Hold your control
key down and click on the logo. That should take y@the web site.
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ARIZONA

Andy Rapp has done some good work with our club wesite.
He has really jazzed it up and it looks good. He igpen to any ideas to
make it more useful.



2 AMERICAN
/ KENNEL CLUB

A large and useful site that keeps you abreastl &C events and
other sponsored activities. Also registration ingtg.

AMERHCAN FIELD Check for current and scheduled American Field [Eria
Registration information, etc.

of Amerir_a

ot
Aqalolr field ’ Trial kf lubs

Amateur Field Trial Clubs of America. You can gapies of the
by-laws, etc. If your dog has placed in an AFTQAIl then they will be listed in the huge
data base that they have. The only organizaticdhénUnited States devoted to
supporting the Amateur!

Region 12 Field Trial Association and access t@éma and New Mexico
AFTCA and American Field Events. Dog of the Yeaarda and recent trial results.

NSTRA On line access to NSTRA including event drawingaadduble double
drawing system.

On Line Shopping for Dog Related ItemsNo endorsement is implied or provided)

http://www.drsfostersmith.com/
Tri-tronics: http://www.tritronics.com/

Innotek: http://www.innotek.net/index.shtml

http://www.lcsupply.com/

Please feel free to pass your favorite sites dhnidy Rapp and he will add them to the club web
site links page.






