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Cowpokes, cattle and Hollywood legends are part of the diverse fabric that makes up the Empire 

Ranch, near Sonoita Arizona, an impressive venue on which to exhibit class bird dogs.  The 

ranch is publicly owned and managed by the Department of Interior, Bureau of Land 

Management and is officially named the Las Cienegas National Conservation Area (NCA). This 

publicly owned facility is available for recreation, and there are some specific locations on the 

ranch that are being used for group recreational activities, including field trials. The venue is vast 

with expansive, rolling hills that hold likely habitat and objectives. The area was the site of last 

year’s National Vizsla trials. For those followers of Hollywood legends this is where the movie 

“Red River” was filmed with John Wayne and Montgomery Clift. 

A trip to Colorado in late spring presented us with an idea to expand our trial format to include a 

dual sanctioned event, running both AKC and AF registered dogs. With this trial under that 

format now concluded we feel that sponsoring dual sanctioned trials especially in our region is a 

good idea. Entry numbers were significantly higher than a single sanctioned event and thus our 

club treasury and our membership will benefit from an improved bottom line after trial expenses. 

One of our goals was to provide an additional opportunity for regional trialers that are pursuing 

AKC titles as well as qualifications for AF and AFTCA championship events. 

Early weather reports indicated we were going to be experiencing wet and windy weather. 

Luckily, we experienced that early in the week prior to the trial and the weather that was 

expected during the trial never materialized. Overall weather conditions were great with some 

wind appearing on the last day of the trial. This is a common occurrence in the southwest. 

The trial was conducted over three days, on two separate courses with total entries at 116.  We 

had an impressive Shooting Dog stake as well as an Amateur Walking Shooting Dog stake.   

The judicial saddles were occupied by several distinguished gentlemen from the region. Many 

thanks to Lee Holsinger of Tucson Arizona, Dave Hayes of Phoenix, Nick Besenick of Sonoita, 

Dr. Tom Pescod of Sonoita, Lyle Christiansen of Phoenix, Ron Yospur of Sonoita and Hank 

Hartnek of Sierra Vista.  Jim Schultz was set to judge but called and cancelled due to three feet 

of snow in his driveway. We didn’t have to schedule an airdrop to Jim for relief! Thanks for the 

saddle time judges.  Help is always required and we had plenty of volunteers not only from our 



club but from our sister club, the Southern Arizona GSP club as well as trial attendees. 

Significant contributions to the success of the trial were made by Buck Mantsch and Dave 

Fitzpatrick as the dog truck drivers, essential jobs yet often over looked. Dave picked up on the 

concept early in the trial and was operating independently by Saturday.  Buck served as an all 

around guy and even eliminated a coyote during the conduct of the trial.  The portable fire place 

that Buck brought to the grounds quickly served as a gathering place in the early morning and 

late evening hours. Denny Hershberger served as the bird man for the trial, transported the birds 

to the grounds on Thursday, tended them throughout the trial and kept the bird bags full for the 

planters. Dee Hartnek served as the trial secretary, taking on the extensive paper work load that 

is required for the after action report and essential data forms. Other significant help was 

provided for horse watering, lunches, Saturday evening dinner, judges’gifts, bird planting, raffle 

ticket sales and set up and tear down. Many thanks to Cindy Pescod and Dr. Tom Pescod, Nick 

Besenick, Dr. Harry Van der Hoek, Melissa Thomas, Ryan Fitzpatrick, Jeanette Higgins, Barbara 

Hershberger, Jim and Debra Ebert, Al Gjovig, Jackie Olmsted and the many friends of the club. 

Three area professionals supported this trial with multiple entries. A big thanks for the support 

from Gene Wulkotte of Chino Valley, Bill Gibbons of Phoenix and Terry Bostick of Tucson.   

We offered 6 dual sanctioned AF/AKC stakes in the venue plus an additional AF stake for 

Amateur Derbies. The results are shown in the trial report.   

The 40 entry Shooting Dog stake brought a lot of quality dogs to the line for this competition. 

Lee Holsinger and Dave Hayes were harnessed with the tough job of rendering a decision. Las 

Animas Salsa, a 6 year old pointer owned by the author, ran in the 3rd brace of the stake and was 

handled by Bill Gibbons. She had a strong forward race with three finds and a difficult relocation 

effort that was handled smartly. Peggy carried the day on Friday and was in first place until brace 

17 ran with Mike George’s Vizsla, Viesoo’s Desert Dakota.  Judges were left with a very 

favorable impression of Dakota who put together a strong ground race with solid bird work and 

that earned him the top spot in the stake. Dakota completed his field championship with this win, 

a five point major. The perpetual Dr. Henry Jann Open Shooting Dog Traveling trophy will 

adorn the George fireplace mantle for the coming year. An impressive win that will be marked 

on the trophy along side such names as Rock Acre Dream Girl, Tekoa Mountain Phoenix, 

Wiggins River Sand and No Limit Belle, champions one and all.  



The Amateur Walking Shooting Dog stake was won by Wendig Haus Final Conclushn, GSP 

female, owned and handled by Genaro Vargas of Cathedral City, California. Mr. Vargas 

informed us that his dog finished it’s field championship with this five point major. Second place 

was taken by Tramp’s Freckled Fancy, Brittany male owned and handled by Kevin Rogers of 

Tucson, Arizona.  3rd place went to River Sand Zeb, a pointer male, owned and handled by Rex 

Nowlan of Gilbert, Arizona. This was a very competitive stake laden with serious bird hunters 

and walking shooting dog competitors. 

The Arizona Puppy Classic was completed on Friday morning with 8 entries. It was observed by 

several that the winner, Ricochet’s Buck Mark, GSP handled by Gene Wulkotte and owned by 

Larry Shaw of Bonsall California put on a strong race with excellent handling during his brace.  

Buck went on to place third in the Open Derby on Saturday. The Runner Up in the Arizona 

Puppy Classic has been a frequent winner in juvenile stakes held this trial season from Colorado 

to California. He is rapidly building a reputation as a dog to beat when he comes to the line. He 

is a Miller’s On Line son, Senator’s Chicken Hawk, Pointer Male, 10 months of age and is 

owned and handled by Todd Henderson of Flagstaff Arizona. Hawk was bred by Tim Allen of 

Oklahoma. Hawk continued his impressive wins by taking the Open Derby stake on Saturday.  

Hawk is definitely sitting on top of the Region 12 Top Derby of the Year race right now.  

Lindley’s Lucky Lady, owned and handled by Steve Johnson of Flagstaff and bred by Kim 

Sampson of Utah grabbed two placements, 3rd in the Open Puppy stake and first in the Amateur 

Derby. Englishire’s Ida Red, Pointer female owned and handled by Dr. Mike English of Capitan 

New Mexico grabbed two Derby seconds that were based on definitive bird work.  Ida is sired by 

Mike’s Englishire’s Red Man a big running All Age dog. The Amateur Walking Derby with 8 

starters had only one dog with bird work thus earning a first place. The winner was Birch Run 

Susie Q, English Setter, owned and handled by Russ Gingras, a winter resident of nearby Benson 

Arizona who calls Michigan his home when it isn’t snowing. 

Wrapping up the trial was the region’s first Amateur All Age stake to be held in many years. The 

Region 12 Amateur All Age Championship revival has served as the basis to add Amateur AA 

stakes to venues in the region so that adult dogs may become qualified. The stake drew 8 entries 

with 3 placements being named. First place in the stake went to a GSP female owned and 

handled by Gary Gyuro of Tucson Arizona.  Dixieland’s Maggie May Do It had a strong race 

with clean bird work on three carded finds and a back. Tuscalota’s Charlie Girl, Pointer female, 



owned and handled by Ms. Mindy Childers-Brown grabbed the red ribbon with a strong race and 

a nicely handled find at the 20 minute mark.  Third place was a regional perennial competitor 

that was making her first appearance since whelping some top notch setter pups out of Hytest 

Sky Hawk. Tekoa Mountain Phoenix, the 2009 Arizona Shooting Dog Champion was handled 

by her owner, Mr. Bob Sexton of Chandler Arizona. 

Looking over the entries and recording results for our annual regional competition it is apparent 

that our region is receiving an infusion of new field trial blood. Trialers who have gotten their 

feet wet in the past few years are supporting and attending trials in the region and going beyond 

our borders to make the trips to other trial areas. Names like Henderson, Zukowski, Johnson, 

Rob and Mindy Brown, Slawson, Junker, Fielitz and Rucker to name a few are engaged in 

buying equipment, horses and providing energetic support in the region whenever it is required.  

This bodes well for the region as the gray beard entity is reinforced with a younger set and that is 

providing the basis for transformation of trial knowledge and the region’s future success.  
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PICTURES 

OPEN SHOOTING DOG 1ST AND 2ND PLACE 

 

 
 Owner/handler Mike George of Gilbert Arizona is shown  
with the Open Shooting Dog Winner Viesoo's Desert Dakota 
 

 
 Las Animas Salsa, 2nd in the Open Shooting Dog, owned by Dave Higgins, 
 handled by Bill Gibbons 


