Dec 13/14, 2008
Cochise Bird Dog Club Completes 6th Renewal

By Dave Higgins
“Turn Em Loose” echoed off the famed Dragoon Mountains in Cochise County, Arizona as trialers from Region 12 broke away on the first stake of a two day trial. The trial, sponsored by the Cochise Bird Dog Club, was the 6th renewal.  The venue this year, as last, was on the vast Bennett Ranch, East of historic Tombstone Arizona.  The trial was conducted over some 3000 acres of the ranch.  Water at the trial headquarters, a few available corrals and ample parking provided an ideal setting for the trial attendees. The ranch consists of private and Arizona State Trust Land which presents the opportunity to work dogs on native Scaled and Gambel’s quail in addition to the challenges of released Bob White quail. This environment provided a tough test for dogs to handle wild birds that were encountered on both courses, some were not up to it.  The ranch runs west from the slopes of the infamous lair, the Apache Stronghold, where Cochise and Geronimo and many others eluded the constant pressure of the ever present US Cavalry from near by outposts of Ft. Huachuca and Ft. Bowie Arizona. The last remaining Apaches led by Geronimo surrendered some 75 miles due East at Skeleton Canyon in New Mexico in the mid 1880’s.  Doc Holliday and Wyatt Earp probably rode through this area to and from Tombstone to rid the area of the Clanton Gang and Johnny Ringo.  It provides a terrific background and an historic perspective in which to run great bird dogs.

We extend our deep appreciation to the Bennett Family and ranch without whose cooperation and support the trial could not be held. Jerry Bennett went out of his way  in making sure adequate water facilities were available and describing the location of fences, gates, water holes were essential to layout of the courses and trial headquarters area.  Devoted sportsmen, the Bennett family is a rich asset for the Cochise Bird Dog Club and one which we will always be indebted.

Entries were markedly down and although gas prices had dropped by the time of the trial several trialers from Arizona and New Mexico were noticeably absent.  Dr. Mike English, President of Region 12 from Capitan New Mexico was unable to attend due to a prolonged back condition that has him out of the saddle. Our best wishes for a speedy recovery. Mike is one of the better horsemen in the Region and goes out of his way to help. This writer suspects, economic, age and other factors contributed to the low entries. 6 stakes were scheduled but only 4 were run.  Derby competitors were down as there are generally 8-12 dogs to run in the derby stakes.  Two walking stakes were offered but only one was run due to poor entries. The walking stakes are being offered in the region to attract bird hunters and foot walking trialers to the field trial game, but lack of entries caused the cancellation of the Amateur Walking Derby stake.  This region, as in others, is seeing the effects of an aging field trial community that lacks the regeneration impetus that would be provided by younger enthusiasts.  Although blue skies were present for most of the weekend, there was a steady wind out of the southwest that brought a challenge to dogs and handlers with a portion of the continuous course traversing upwind prompting many of the dogs to reach and then have to double back, showing their intelligence in seeking game.  The dogs quickly learned to use the wind to locate and work birds even though the wind was at their backs.
I have coined the phrase the past few years “It Takes a Village to have a Field Trial” and this year’s running was no exception. Not only are the entrants willing to work and to do anything they can, there were many members of the Cochise Bird Dog Club that came out to help. A club trailer facilitated transportation of tables, bird holding pen, food, coffee pot, club awning and other equipment for set up on Friday, the day before the trial started.  A heart felt thanks to all the club members who supported the trial.  Chris Orndorff took some time off from bird hunting to help put up the awning on Friday and then help bag birds on Saturday. Buck Mantsch, again provided his Rhino for a dog truck. His attitude he brings from the North Slope Oil Fields is welcome and he is a terrific asset to the club.  Dave Fitzpatrick, one of our newer members and proud Viszla owner assisted me in laying out the course prior to the trial, putting out feeders and water points along with some Johnny House barrels which we used to recover birds from the trial.   Larry McDaniel provided ATV support and a strong back throughout the weekend, plus taking pictures of the winners on Sunday at the conclusion of the event.  Chris Sterner served as stake manager for the Amateur Walking Shooting Dog stake on Sunday, a big help that allowed us to conduct stakes simultaneously. Additional help was also received from Tom and Cindy Pescod, Bill Gibbons, Nick Besenick, Melissa Thomas (Vizsla owner and club member from El Paso Texas), Harold Goodman, Barbara and Dennis Hershberger, Mike Jones and George Musser.  Cindy and Melissa provided some much needed cookie support for the trial to include Happy Hour treats during the Friday night drawing. As always my wife Jeanette came through with a home made beef stew and cornbread for lunch on Saturday, served by our oldest son, Sean.  The brown bag lunches she made on Sunday were well received and appreciated for the trialers that had to leave for home on Sunday afternoon.  I managed to schedule this trial on another date besides our wedding anniversary, good call!is Hi 

Region 12 is lucky to have a good selection of top notch judges and dogs that have competed and won at the national level within their respective venues.  Our judges’ willingness to support the week end trial without an extensive expense report is appreciated and serves well to keep the clubs active and vital for the region.  As always their judicial time and willingness to help the novice trialer is a welcome addition to our game.  Mentorship and unbiased judgment in regards to both handler and dog should always be of paramount importance.  We were lucky to have those special qualities in our judging slate this year with Jim Schultz, Nick Besenick, Dr. Harry Vander Hoek, Terry Maxwell, Lee Holsinger and Mindy Childers-Brown. We appreciate their time and effort and their judicial conclusions were well received. The Open Shooting Dog stake was won by last year’s Region 12 Shooting Dog of the Year, No Limit Belle, a recent winner in the National Pointer trial at Ft. Robinson Nebraska in October. Handled by her owner Jim Schultz, this classy white and liver pointer always proves to be the “dog to beat” in the stake.  Second place went to another top notch Region competitor, Tekoa Mountain Phoenix, English Setter ably handled by Bill Gibbons and owned by Bob Sexton of Phoenix, 3rd went to Check Raise, a steady performer that can never be counted out. Traveler (Check Raise) is owned and handled by Jim Schultz and is also has a placement at the National Pointer trial to his credit.. 
Various pointing breeds were well represented in the entries, with many of the more popular breeds represented, including Brittany, Vizsla, GSP, Red Setter, English Setter and Pointer. Lee Holzinger from Tucson entered a couple of his well bred German Shorthaired Pointers as he felt he had some dogs to run with the long tails. Lee released two nice dogs in the Amateur stake with Arizona’s Ace of Hearts garnering a second place behind Jim Schultz’ No Limit Deuce, wrapping up a 3rd place finish was new trialer, Rex Nowlan from Phoenix with his River Sand Zeb.  A smaller than usual derby stake saw Harold Goodman with his young pointer female, Superstition’s Rising Sage grab first place, followed by Magma’s Ironwood, a young pointer owned by Bill Gibbons and handled by Goodman. The Amateur Walking Shooting Dog drew 5 entries with all placements with held. Handling those wild birds that were encountered on the walking course proved to be the downfall for most of the entries.

Region 12 and the Cochise Bird Dog club welcomed New York resident Paul Griffin who is a part time winter resident in nearby Green Valley Arizona. Paul was chomping at the bit to run his little Red Setter, Carlyle Mollie. Mollie represented her breed well and most of the old timers in the region could not recall the last time a Red Setter was released at a region field trial. Paul’s support is appreciated as well as all of the participants made for another successful field trial in the great American Southwest.
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Cochise Bird Dog Club, Amateur Shooting Dog Winners, Jim Schultz with No Limit Deuce, Lee Holsinger with Arizona’s Ace of Hearts and Rex Nowlan with River Sand Zeb.  Dave Higgins in rear. Cochise Stronghold is in the back ground.
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Cochise Bird Dog Club, Amateur Derby stake winner, Harold Goodman with Superstition’s Rising Sage

